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CHAPTER 1

COMPLETE UI/UX DESIGN CAREER STARTER FOR
NIGERIAN BEGINNERS

FROM ZERO EXPERIENCE TO $2,000 MONTHLY REMOTE
INCOME IN 90 DAYS

Your Complete Roadmap to Mastering Figma, Building a Winning Portfolio, and Landing
International Clients from Nigeria
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INTRODUCTION

Kemi stared at her laptop screen at 2 AM in her Lagos apartment, fighting back tears of frustration.
Another rejection email from a local marketing agency. "Thank you for your interest, but we've decided
to go with someone more experienced.”

At 24, fresh out of Covenant University with a Computer Science degree, she'd been job hunting for
eight months. The few opportunities she found offered NGN 80,000 monthly - barely enough to cover
rent in a decent area of Lagos, let alone support her younger siblings' school fees or help her parents.

That same night, while scrolling through Twitter, she stumbled across a thread by @DesignWithTolu, a
Nigerian UlI/UX designer showing screenshots of his Payoneer account: $3,400 received that month
from international clients. The comments were filled with other Nigerian designers sharing their own
success stories - some earning more in a week than most corporate jobs paid in months.

"This has to be fake," Kemi thought. But curiosity got the better of her.

Six months later, Kemi sent me this message: "l just received my biggest project payment yet - $1,800
for a 3-week e-commerce redesign. Last month | made $2,400 total. | can't believe | almost gave up
on design to take that bank job in Victoria Island for NGN 120k monthly."

Kemi's story isn't unique. In the past two years, I've personally mentored over 400 Nigerian students
and career switchers who've successfully transitioned into high-paying UI/UX design careers. Some
started with zero design experience. Others had basic knowledge but couldn't break through to paying
clients.

The common thread? They all followed a systematic approach to skill development, portfolio building,
and client acquisition - the exact framework you'll learn in this book.

WHO THIS BOOK IS FOR

This comprehensive guide is specifically designed for:

> Nigerian students currently studying any discipline who want to build a profitable side income or
prepare for a post-graduation career in tech

> Recent graduates who've struggled to find well-paying jobs in Nigeria's competitive market

> Career switchers tired of low-paying traditional jobs who want to break into the lucrative remote
work economy



